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Meeting Minutes 

Wednesday, March 9, 2022 5:30 pm 
 
Teleconference/ Via Zoom 

 Meeting Attendees: (If member is present box is checked)  

Jennifer Churchill (Chair) ☒ 
Melinda Avey 

(1st Vice Chair) 
☒ 

Carlos Simpson 

(2nd Vice Chair) 

☒ 

Barbara Oleachea ☒ Brad Rose ☐ Ricki Townsend ☐ 

Irene Chu ☒ Chris Carlson ☒ Christian Landaverde 
☒ 

Ryan Raftery ☐ Maria Padilla-Castro ☐ Harry Carlson ☒ 

Nicholas Erickson ☐ Paul Tanner ☒ Jessica Elorduy ☒ 

Crystal Sheffield ☒ Alexis Sanchez ☒ 
Bridgette Dean  

Nick Golling (Alternate) 

 

☐ 

Gail Brosnan  

on behalf of Nick Mori 

 

☐  ☐  
☐ 

Guests: Ryan Quist, Lori Miller, Andrew Mendonsa, Angelina Woodberry, John R. Durbin, Kimberly 
Grimes, Michelle Besse, Nicole Harper, Rich Daniel, Severine Winter, Stephanie Dasalla, Ira 
Chasnoff, Gabe Chasnoff, Mark Egeland, Kris Gardner, Cynthia Mumford, Neil Flynn, Kelsey 
Parker, Carol Breiling, Bob Walton, Chris Serra, Shari Egeland, Melissa Viscarra, Alyssa 
Kohler, April Milton, Judith Mummert, Debra Bonner, Jordan Kaitapu, Joyce Bartlett, Angelina 
Woodberry, Nadean Fontana 

Topic Minutes 

Welcomes/Roll Call 
Chair, Jennifer Churchill, called the meeting to 
order at 5:36 pm. 

Agenda and Approval of Minutes 

The March 2022 agenda was approved.   

Advisory Board members did not review the 
February 2022 minutes prior to the meeting; 
therefore, the February 2022 minutes will be 
approved at the April 13, 2022 meeting.  

2021 HC Award Ceremony 

 

The Advisory Board presented HC 2021 Awards 
to Ms. Shari Egeland and Dr. Neil Flynn for their 
outstanding contribution in prevention and 
treatment, respectively.   
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Presentation: 
Sacramento County Healthy Beginnings 

Dr. Ira Chasnoff, President, NTI Upstream, 
Professor of Clinical Pediatrics at the 
University of Illinois College of Medicine in 
Chicago provided a presentation on prenatal 
substance use exposure, which is the focus of 
our new campaign, Sacramento County 
Healthy Beginnings. 
 

Public comment No public comments. 

Advisory Board Committee Reports: 
Status of Goals & Action Steps 

Criminal Justice Committee 
Action Item:  
A motion was made by Melinda Avey and 
seconded by Chris Carlson to write a letter to 
the Board of Supervisors regarding 
recommendations for the investments needed 
to promote sustainable reductions in the 
Sacramento County Jail population.  The motion 
was unanimously approved by all members 
present. 
Prevention Committee 
Working on tangible goals for calendar year 
2022. 
Treatment Committee 
Focusing on goals for calendar year 2022 and 
attracting more treatment providers to attend. 
Membership Committee 
An orientation for new Board members will be 
conducted. Invite will be sent out once date is 
confirmed. 

Public comment No public comments. 

Board Announcements No Board announcements were made. 

Provider Announcements 

Bridges, Inc. improvement grant for Sober 
Living Environment house is well underway and 
the provider looks forward to presenting the full 
improvements to the Advisory Board in the 
future. 

Public comment No public comments. 

Behavioral Health Services (BHS) Report 
Dr. Ryan Quist, Director,  
Behavioral Health Services 

Dr. Quist provided the following BHS report: 

 Acknowledged all that is going on in the 
world and its impact on our community. 

 Cultural Appreciation 
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o March is Women’s History Month 
o Cesar Chavez Day is March 31, 2022 

 COVID Update: 7 day average is 111 cases 
and 70% of Sacramento County is fully 
vaccinated. The State is no longer requiring 
remote/virtual only meetings. 

 The State has designated $2.2 billion of 
funding to construct, acquire, and expand 
properties and invest in mobile crisis 
infrastructure related to behavioral 
health. The RFA was released on January 
31 by the State.  BHS will apply with the 
following three priority areas for our 
application: Youth Crisis, Mental Health 
Rehabilitation Centers, and Substance Use 
Disorder Residential.  The deadline to apply 
is March 31, 2022. 

Public comment No public comments. 

Substance Use Prevention and Treatment 
Services (SUPT) Report  
Lori Miller, SUPT Division Manager 

Lori Miller provided the following SUPT 
report: 

 March 21-25, 2022 is National Drug and 
Alcohol Facts Week. 

 Prevention Summit is March 22, 2022, which 
will focus on alcohol, marijuana, and opioid 
prevention. Registration is required. 

 Michelle Besse, SUPT Program Planner, 
provided a summary of some exciting new 
initiatives as a result of CRRSAA/ARPA 
funding such as: Sacramento County 
Healthy Beginnings Trainings, Motivational 
Interviewing Training, a prenatal substance 
exposure campaign, and new furniture for 
the Mather Community Campus. 

 Melissa Viscarra was introduced as a new 
Program Coordinator with SUPT.  

Public Comment No public comments. 

Adjournment  Meeting adjourned at 7:30 pm.  

 


