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Meeting Attendees: 

• Robin Blanks-Guster  

• Effie Ruggles    

• Elaine Ellers 

• Kathryn Andrew 

• Christina Newport  

• Dr. Ruenell Adams Jacobs 

• Fay Bursch 

• Camille Johnston-Arthur  

• Kyle Lafferty 

• Amber Hill 

 

• Jan Resler 

• Jackie Washington-Ansley 

• Leesa Hooks 

• Rachel Alvarez 

• Kevin Keating DDS 

• Dr.Ravinder Khaira 

• Harry Wang 

• Vrindavani Avila 

Absent Members: 

• Palvinder Dhillon, Bonita Mallory, Rebecca Lewis,  
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Welcome and Introductions A) Meeting called to order at 8:08 a.m. by Effie Ruggles 

  

Agenda and September Minutes A) September minutes reviewed and approved by the Board 
 

Public Health Officer’s Report 
 
 
 
 
 

Presented by Leesa Hooks on behalf of Dr. Kasirye 
Advisories have been issued:  

• Influenza Health Advisory was sent out last week on the masking mandate effective November 1, 
2018 for health care workers with direct patient contact who have not been immunized.  

• Please note Health Advisory that was sent out mid-October on congenital syphilis.  It encourages 
testing, and treatment of sexually transmitted infections.   

• Public Health has been working on a pilot project to start STD screening/treatment and 
reproductive health services at Los Rios school district particularly at two campuses – Sacramento 
City College and Cosumnes River College.  There will be a part time NP and MA to work one day 
per week at each campus.  We hope to start either next month or January of next year. The 
project is funded for one year but we hope to extend the services. 
 

MCAH Update Leesa Hooks Presented by Leesa Hooks 
• MCAH will receive additional funding for the Perinatal Equity Initiative efforts.  This money will be 

used for planning to address the persistent disparities in African American birth outcomes.  Future 
listening groups with be held in Sacramento County.  We will be working with the MCAH board to 
get input.   

• Virtual Dental Homes are up and running however parents opting in is a slow process.  The list of 
schools was shared with all board members encouraging anyone who has involvement with 
families in any of the identified schools in Twin Rivers school district to discuss benefits of VDH 
and encourage opting in.  

• BIH is undergoing some restructuring to increase enrollment and participation.  More details to 
follow at the January meeting. 
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Sac County Oral Health Program 
Needs Assessment 

Presented by Jan Resler 
• Oral Health Needs Assessment performed by Barbara Aved Associates, 2018 
• 25-37 percent of Sacramento preschool children screened showed evidence of decay 
• Over 6, 000 emergency department visits made for preventable dental conditions in 2016-2017 
• Utilization rates (Annual Dental Visit) in 2016-2017 for eligible geographic managed dental care 

beneficiaries aged 0 -20 was 36.3 – 40.7 percent. For adults aged 21+ during the same time 
period, it was 15.2 – 21.2 percent 

• During 2015-2016, only 37.1 percent of Sacramento County women with a recent live birth made 
a dental visit during pregnancy 

• Dental sealants, an evidence-based preventive measure, are grossly under-utilized according to 
geographic managed care and commercial dental insurance data 

• 65 percent of Sacramento County has fluoridated drinking water 
• The Sacramento County Public Health – Oral Health Program, through funding from Proposition 

56 and the State Department of Public Health will focus surveillance, education, advocacy efforts 
in the following areas: 

o School-based/linked fluoride varnish and dental sealant programs; 
o Increased fluoridated community water systems; 
o Compliance with the Kindergarten Oral Health Assessment reporting requirement; 
o Increased use of fluoride varnish in non-dental healthcare settings; 
o Tobacco cessation and sugar-sweetened beverage guidance in dental offices; 
o Oral health literacy outreach to pregnant and perinatal women and the healthcare 

providers that serve them 
 

Congenital Syphilis in California Presented by Kyle Lafferty 
• Dramatic Increase in cases 
• Mother/ baby increase. Newborns, rise in Calif by 30%, in the USA 44% 
• 454 cases in Sacramento rank #13 in California 
• Congenital Syphilis 6 cases.  Ranked #18 in states 
• Increased ads awareness, public awareness in movie theaters, I Know phone line. 
• Increased internal staff training 
• General populations- providers, homeless and users 
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NFP CAB Update Fay Bursch Presented by Fay Bursch: 

• There are no positions available-fully staffed 
• There are 107 clients with 15 on the wait list due to the increase in outreach efforts 
• 5 nurses deployed to Butte County for 1 week 
• New data base on hold. No data to share yet due to problems/glitches 
• The upcoming NFP graduation will be on Nov. 16th, at 1:00 PM there are 14 clients graduating.  
• Oct 24-25 Training, best practices for hands on. 
• PIPE (Partners In Parenting Education) 
• This week moving to a different suite 

 

Policy Update Presented by Katie Andrew 
• A few bills passed AB1041, 8018, 8021, 1287  
• Katie Andrew will mail out more information 

 

Board Member 
Updates/Announcements  
Katie Andrew,  
Dr Khaira,  
Kevin Keating DDS 

Presented by Katie Andrew 
• Transformation / collaboration, medical and dental. 
• Amador / Sacramento next meeting Dec 14th 
• Upcoming speaker Kim Calloway 

Presented by Dr. Khaira 
• Pediatric Medical Care Clinics 
• CMA (Children Medical Alliance) 
• 8 Doctors, 14 extenders 
• Live Jan. 1st 2019 Peds-alliance.com  
• Proposed site visit date in lieu of the next MCAH Board meeting 

Presented by Kevin Keating DDS 
• The dean has been hired for the CNU College of Dentistry 
• DDS Education, new schools 
• 7 satellite clinics 

Wrap-Up/Adjournment • Effie adjourned the meeting at 10:05 a.m. 
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